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Jerry Azzaro, editor 

Hello to all members, 

The holiday season is 

now behind us. As 

your new president, I 

have noticed we have 

a lot more members 

who have been bring-

ing trains to the meet-

ing to sell (nice job)!  It is starting to feel like 

the old Sierra 2 meetings, and my mission is to 

bring some fun back to our club. I have a lot of 

ideas, and I think they are going to make our 

club a lot more fun, with your help. A 50/50 

drawing: the 50/50 drawings, one ticket for  

$1.00, 12 tickets for $10.00 that will help fund 

our outings. That way we would not be using 

our general membership account. As a non-

profit organization, the funds collected should 

be for educational purposes only. Our club car 

is now on sale for $25.00 each, or 5 for 

$100.00.  

I would like to wel-

come our 2017-2018 

officers: President 

Curt Darling, Vice 

President Ed Strisar, 

Secretary Jack 

Ahearn, Member-
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ship Chair Barbara Rohrs, Treasurer Dean 

Busick, and Member at Large John 

DeHaan. Mike Boyd has agreed to be the 

person in charge of the layout committee and 

Ed Strisar is going to be running our out-

ings. They will be needing volunteers to help. 

We have a lot to get accomplished this year 

with outings, the layout, and also to put togeth-

er a budget. Our membership is down, and one 

of my top priorities is to see if we can find new 

members.  We need to invite families and 

friends, neighbors, and past members. We need 

to get the word out. We can use more social 

media, such as Facebook, Twitter, or 

Craigslist. We now have a Facebook account: 

T.T.O.S Sacramento Valley Division. I was 

happy to see Jenni Parry volunteer to run our 

Facebook account. I am also happy to see our 

members being added to our page, thank you. 

We need to do more 

(advertising) and to 

take a active interest in 

our club, and make it 

successful.  

As you may have 

heard at the December 

meeting, our Scottish 

Rite meet didn't do so well. We all need to do 

our part to try to make it a successful event this 

year. We might have to look for another place 

to rent, and maybe hold another smaller meet 
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Layout chair Mike Boyd 

seeks volunteers for layout 

operations 

 

Vice President Ed Strisar 

tells members about the 

Portola field trip attractions  

All the news that fits, we print. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1807641869524671/
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at the Holiday Inn, this way we could have two 

meets this year. The Scottish Rite rent is going 

up this year to $2,225. Last year it was $1,975. 

Scottish Rite changed the date of the 2017 Oc-

tober meet to September 30.  Please mark your 

calendar. The board and I are exploring other 

options to hold or meet someplace else but this 

will be brought up for a vote by the general 

membership. I have been looking at other plac-

es to rent. It looks like the Scottish Rite is the 

best value for our money and for the total 

space. Also, our rate at the Holiday Inn is up to 

$4,840 this year. If anyone has any new ideas, 

please let us know. I will be needing more 

members to volunteer for the following com-

mittees - to help Ed Strisar with outings.  Ed is 

now taking sign ups to Portola on a bus outing. 

So, let's get that bus filled up. Mike Boyd with 

the Layout will also need volunteers for media 

drawings.  

I want to thank everyone who  helped at the 

Cal-Expo meet to make it a big success!!  

Wow, I was amazed that we had the layout set 

up and running in record time. We also did it 

for the tear down. I was very happy to see the 

huge amount of volunteers - for set up, running 

trains, and  for the tear down. So again, thank 

you, so much to John DeHaan, Jeff Silvera, 

Rod Walker, Elias Amaral, Carl Curtis, 

Jack Hornor, Don & Eileen Gueffroy, James 

Henson, Mike Boyd, Bob Milton, Brian 

Farnsworth (and it's also good to see Brian 

back), David Gray, Phil Fravesi, John Leins, 

Zachary Wellner, Warren Kennedy, Gene 

Edwardsen, Jim Groth, and friend Curtis 

Berger, George Loughner, and our new 

member Seth Parry who joined at the Cal-Expo 

meet. The layout is a good source of advertis-

ing for our club! 

A big special thanks to the following people: 

Barbara Rohrs for stepping up as our new 

 

The new suggestion and coffee  

donation box, designed and built by 

Phil Fravesi. 
 

Photos and loan of a dollar by  

Jack Ahearn. 

Membership Chair,  Mike Boyd for volunteer-

ing to take charge of the layout committee,  Ed 

Strisar as head person in charge of our out-

ings and Phil Fravesi for making us a sugges-

tion/coffee fund box. I would also like to thank 

editor Jerry Azzaro for putting up with me. I 

think I have been driving him crazy with all the 

emails I been sending him. The board and I 

hope that we can go on a couple of outings this 

year.  Hopefully, it will be a very fun year for 

all. 

And thank you so much for having me as your 

new president. 

 

Curt Darling  

P.S this year will probably go by fast, so let's 

have fun!!!! 



Dave Thomsen holds up one example of his art-

istry. He states that he has been painting since the 

early 1970ôs and has many more works at home. 

Seen here is a sampling of Daveôs paintings. Boxcar Jack plans on 

visiting the ñmother lodeò of his other paintings in his home and will 

present them as a feature in a future issue of the Side Track.    

For this issue the SVD Spotlight trains its 18-volt beam 

on member Dave Thomsen.  Dave brought some of his 

railroad art oil paintings to the February Show and Tell. 

Who knew we had a great artist in our midst? 

Jack Ahearn photos 
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     SVD members lend their models to  

      enhance a new CSRM  exhibit 
 

By Jack Ahearn 

A new exhibit, at CSRM, ñClearing the Wayò, tells 

the story of snow plows and features SP #205, a re-

stored rotary plow. 

For the display, CSRMôs Exhibit department created a 

very eye catching, five foot high exhibit case, which 

illustrates the various types of railroad snow plows 

developed over the years. Iôm proud, as we all should 

be, that two of our very own SVD-ians, namely: Bill 

Bender and Phil Fravesi contributed mightily to 

this snow packed display!    

Seen in the photo is Bill Benderôs óOô gauge rotary 

snow plow model of the prototype which is displayed 

within fifteen feet of his! Bill did a great job and al-

most popped Exhibits Departmentôs Jane Howardôs 

eyes out when she saw the car in his hand he was cas-

ually comparing it to the real one.  

Her eyes were about to pop again when Phil Fravesi 

modestly stated he too had a snow plow model. ñAre 

you interested, Jane?ò He then explained it wasnôt a 

rotary plow but a Union Pacific Jordan Spreader type. 

His MTH óOô gauge model is bright yellow with the 

entire front area painted with white and black safety 

stripes. SVD kudos to both Bill and Phil! 

SP #205 is BIG and POWERFUL! 
 

This is a snowball fight you canôt 

win. 

Billôs model (right) and Philôs 

(below) help tell the story of 

these machines. 


