SPRING
Come for the trains. Stay for the people.

President’s Message
by John DeHaan, SVD President

2015
Jerry Azzaro, editor

meeting, we will ask to see your SVD AND
TTOS-National cards upon admittance. If you
have paid your National dues but not received
your card, bring some form of proof – check
copy or credit card statement. If you don’t have
either, we will have to go by our paid membership lists. (And Tim has already discovered
some discrepancies in the National list.) Remember, this effort is in the best interests of all
dues-paying members – for our tax and insurance coverage. We will allow guest badges to be
used at one meeting in lieu of proof of membership but guests will not be allowed to vote or
make any purchases.

Well, we had no winter so I guess this must be
spring! Most of the big toy train events are behind us but we are looking forward to some fun
events in the coming months. Thanks to Ed Strisar’s efforts, we will be at the GTE at Cal Expo
with the layout and again at the TCA Scottish
Rite event on May 23. Ed has already laid the
groundwork for the summer special event to be
at the Niles Railway (in Sunol) on June 14. We
are always looking for other
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Meeting Notes
by Jack Ahearn, SVD Secretary
SVD MEETING, December 6th, 2014:
10:00 - Meeting called to order by President John
DeHaan.
J. DeHaan reported the anticipated TTOS National
Board meeting has been rescheduled. Currently,
there is no pertinent news. J.D. also reminded members of the 2015 New Mexico convention and mentioned the all-inclusive package deal. He noted that
TTOS National is in overall good health and the last
two conventions were in the black.
Ballots for SVD officers were distributed and counted by Geary Musselman. The results were unanimous for all candidates and there were no write-in
candidates. The 2015-16 Officers are:
John DeHaan, president. Ed Strisar, vice president.
Jack Ahearn, secretary. Dean Busick, treasurer.
Tim Taormina has consented to remain as membership chairman but will not sit on the board.
SVD annual certificates of appreciation were distributed to the following: Beverly Hornor, All around
volunteering efforts. Rick Rose, layout chief, Jeff
Silvera, show & tell chair, Ed Strisar, layout tours,
Jerry Azzaro, excellence in editing the Side Track
newsletter.
Jeff was also recognized and applauded for his annual Christmas Sacramento Food Bank donation project.
10:40 Meeting adjourned. Members and guests directed to the luncheon buffet line.
SVD Meeting January 3rd, 2015
9:30a. Meeting called to order by President John
DeHaan.
John DeHaan started the meeting by officially announcing the new Board of Directors. They are:
President: John DeHaan
Vice Pres.: Ed Strisar
Secretary: Jack Ahearn
Treasurer: Dean Busick
Member-at-Large: Don Rosa
Additionally, Tim Taormina will continue as membership chair and Rick Rose as layout chair.
Future planned and proposed after-meeting tours
were discussed. Tour Chair Ed Strizar named and
escribed the following for member’s consideration.
June, Niles Canyon. Also proposed were Portola,
Rail Town and a tour of the Sacramento Siemens

Plant.
The importance of individual membership in National
Toy Train Operating Society, particularly regarding
the insurance benefits, was stressed by Pres. DeHaan.
He also restated that membership in National T.T.O.S.
was mandatory for joining and maintaining membership in our Sacramento Valley Division. Future curbs
will be put into effect to reinforce this directive.
Jeff Silvera, continuing as “Show and Tell” chairman
announced that next month’s S&T will feature railroad stations.
It was announced that a meeting of the new Board of
Directors will convene immediately after this membership meeting.
10:20a. Meeting adjourned.
S.V.D. Meeting Minutes, February 7th, 2015
Meeting convened: 9:30 a.m.
T.T.O.S. National happenings:
John DeHaan briefly reviewed the newly issued National bylaws and offered a few remarks as follows:
The new Junior Member status will hope to encourage
Divisions to increase their receptiveness and create
ways to encourage youngsters to get interested in
model railroading and lead them to join T.T.O.S.
Dues for this new membership category is yet to be
established.
There will be a second director at large position established. That person will be responsible for communications and liaison work, chiefly for the Divisions east
of the Rocky Mountains.
In their roles of president and treasurer, John DeHaan
and Dean Busick will submit a S.V.D. tax report to
National by March 15th.
John D. is encouraging all members, whether voting
approval or disapproval, to mail their ballots in without delay. Along with members taking an active role
in our Society, it will also serve to show our National
Board our support and appreciation for the job they
are doing.
S.V.D. happenings:
New members were introduced: Dennis Burkman
and Blessing and JoAnna Mupanduki.
Starting at our next meeting, all SVD members will be
required to have with them their current National
T.T.O.S. membership card. This is primarily for insurance purposes and to validate National membership.
Meeting adjourned: 10:15 a.m.
Respectfully submitted, Jack Ahearn

January 3rd Meeting

Treasurer’s Report
By Dean Busick, SVD Treasurer
As of January 31, 2014 the club had $703.72 in
its checking account, $12,247.66 in its business
investment account, and $34,121.70 in its CD
accounts for a total of $47,073.08. This total
does not include the paid dues deposited in February.

Geary Musselman’s layout was a nice combination of Lionel and Flyer, old and new

Membership News
by Tim Taormina, SVD Membership Chair

Geary puts the “O” in TTOS.

Dave Thomsen operates a perfect Lionel
1411W freight set from 1946 on his portable layout

Board meeting - the new
SVD officers conduct their first
official meeting following the
January 2015 meeting. Left to
right: Don Rosa, Jack Ahearn,
Ed Strisar, Dean Busick, John
DeHaan and Tim Taormina.
With US-Cuba relations warming, Tim hopes to get a better
quality cigar box to store the
membership cards and dues payments.

Since our last issue , Dennis Burkman, Blessing and Joanna Mupandukim and returning
member Ric Wilson have joined the Sacramento Valley TTOS. Our membership is now
at 98 members. We still have a number of
members who have not renewed their memberships for 2015. Please recall that our bylaws
require a late fee of $5.00 if you haven’t renewed by March 1. Once again I will remind
you to please stay current with your national
dues, as it is a requirement for division membership and we are dependent upon national for
our liability insurance. As we head into the
spring months and some upcoming exciting
activities, hopefully we will be able to attract
other new model train enthusiasts to join.
Happy Railroading!

Under the tree: Christmas 2014 memories
We invited members to send photos of their around-the
-tree holiday layouts. Perhaps next year the editor
will remember to ask for these while the tree is still up.

Mike De La Pena ran his ETS train set, which he and
Beverly purchased at the factory in Prague in 2003.
Their tree was decorated with many European train
ornaments

Steve Hamer ran his Lionel City of Denver passenger train as well as freight trains pulled by #258 and
#259 locos.
Steve says, “The layout is basically a modified O-42
oval on carpet affixed to a former fire door. Needless
to say, it's solid, weighs a ton... and will never warp!
The bottom is framed with 1 X 3 laid out flat and
power for the street lamps and buildings is supplied
from an MRC Dual Power. The train is powered by a
Lionel Powerhouse 180 routed through a Powermaster and controlled with a CAB-1. Everything is run
in conventional mode.”
Steve took video of his trains running, then used an
app called “Home Movie” to make it look like an old
8-millimeter black-and-white movie. Click here to
see his movie on YouTube. Pretty cool!

Richard Zanotti ran a repro Lionel Standard gauge
set. Everything was set up on a table specially built
for Richard and Dina by Pete White to accommodate
a circle of standard gauge track.
Steve and Lucy Hamer’s classic tree

SVD December Luncheon Meeting
Photos by Jack Ahearn
Dave Thomsen brought a Lionel layout with a John Deere theme. A
feature within the multi-green and yellow train cars and vehicles is the
Moline Tractor and Plow Co.

SVD members were, as usual, generous with their donations for the Sacramento Food Bank. Jeff Silvera
organizes this each year and delivers the goods to the charity.

Members settle in for a tasty buffet luncheon

February 7th meeting
Photos by Phil Fravesi
Jeff Silvera’s Show-and Tell theme was “your favorite station”

The complete Show & Tell display

Richard Zanotti’s Neville Station, lithograph Hornby (or Leipzig?) model.
Note side and back are blank. Carette
station made for the English market.
Carette was a Frenchman, making trains
in Germany. To Richard’s knowledge it
is the earliest lithograph metal station in
his collection. The station was made
between 1905 and 1906. It has English
advertisements lithographed on it.

Jeff Silvera’s laser cut Branchline Station made by Lehigh
Valley Models and built by Jeff

Stuart Armstrong holds Lionel
‘O’ gauge loco #224E. It, along
with the 1940 freight set (shown in
the S&T display photo), was his
(his or his wife’s?) Christmas
morning surprise in 1940.

John DeHaan’s Schoenhut train
station house manufactured between
1917 and 1920 for the Lionel company. The roof is removable. The
station is a one story salt box faux
gray flagstone wood building with
signature Schoenhut pressed cardboard red tile roof. Wired, inside
light, Eisenglass windows -India ink
pane frames.

(Not shown) Ric Wilson
brought a station made from
cardboard and left blank to be
decorated by the purchaser

Tom Gibson’s Marx Girard station with very rare plain roof (no
shingles)

Richard Zanotti with early
1930 -50 Hornby Western Union

Jerry Azzaro’s favorite station
is this one made by Atlas. It’s a
close cousin to the American
Flyer Mystic station.

Dave Thomsen’s layout. Old time western town with an old time hanging.

Postcards from Texas
John DeHaan visits one of the few remaining “Big Boys”

Here are photos from my visit to #4018! It was moved
from the Texas Fair Park in Dallas to the site of a new
railroad museum (to be built) in Frisco, TX (about 40
miles northeast of Dallas). I was granted access at the
request of Frisco Fire Dept. Asst. Chief John Gillette
(with me in the photo). It is impressive in photos, abso-

To:

lutely mind-boggling in person. 135 ft. long with ten-

The Side Track

der, 1.3 million pounds with coal and water. At full
speed (80mph) with a 100 car drag, it consumed 11
TONS of fuel an hour! It is one of 8 survivors (out of 25

TTOS-SVD
Sacramento

built in 1944). It is pretty good shape and could be
restored (for about $2 million). -John

The five best advertisements from
railroading’s golden era
Take a trip back to the era of deluxe passenger service.
By Boxcar Jack Ahearn

Enjoy perusing the next few pages of print media ads. They brought to the
traveling public the high level of importance they were held in by the railroad’s top brass. Keep in mind, this
was the period when passenger trains had routing priority over freights!
There are two elements you’ll notice in these award-winning advertisements. Firstly, the leadership and dedicated advocacy roles that the top executives of major railroads positioned themselves. And the conciseness,
clarity, and well defined, factually noted structure of their message. Indeed, some of their promotional or operational messages would sometimes contain over five hundred words, all used strictly within that era’s basic
norms of grammar. (Unlike my starting an above sentence with a conjunction.) You’ll also notice the gentility
of their words in that they never wrote in a condescending or disrespectful manner to either their opposition or
competitors.

Let’s start by turning the calendar back to the New Haven Railroad’s iconic and 1942 award-winning contribution to the war effort!
Begin next page

One of the most enthusiastically received advertisements of the World War II era. Not
only was the New Haven’s[1] public service ad read by the top radio and movie stars, it was
made into an MGM movie short. “The Kid” was also made into a song and appeared freely in
leading magazines and major newspapers.
It was reproduced into hundreds of full sized posters and displayed in the passenger terminals of
many railroads, including its rival, the Pennsylvania Railroad!

Continued next page

The Lackawanna Railroad[2] ran a clean road! Indeed, the reference to its use of non-soot
anthracite coal in its steam locomotives was the hallmark of their cleanliness message. To
personify that image, they contracted the pure, lily white image of “Phoebe Snow” [3] Phoebe
Snow was employed as an exclusive model appearing in the railroad’s ads dressed in a Victorian white gown with a violet corsage personifying her pureness and that of the Lackawanna railroads passenger comforts. Adding to her charm; she always spoke in rhymes.

All other means of travel, deliveries, vital services and emergency care in the Northeast
are detoured, delayed or defeated by mother nature. But the Boston & Maine R.R. always runs!

Continued next page

Ooooh, those rascally airline competitors! Like many of the print advertisements illustrated here, I
find this one to be an example of classic communication. The message is direct, well worded and documented in simple language to present one’s point of view. Above all, it is concise, non-condescending
to the reader and not offensive to the opposing party or competitor.

Footnotes
1. Due to the many name variations over the years, the then New York, New Haven and Hartford was simply and warmly referred to as
“the New Haven”.
2. The Delaware, Lackawanna & Western R.R. was informally called “the Lackawanna”.
3. Her real name? Ask me! J
Continued next page
For more information about Phoebe Snow and her rhyming advertisements, click here

… and to this day, you still can’t! As you read this mid 1940’s advertisement, you readily realize that
the C&O top brass only initiated the idea of combining with other railroads to create routing that would
allow convenient middle of the U.S. coast to coast travel. Have you ridden Amtrak, coast to coast lately? Good, you can still enjoy a layover in that “Toddlin’ Town”!

Author’s note: For each of the five advertisements, I have a full page of background information. Each tells of the five ‘W’s
and also describes that time period’s societal or economic reasoning for that particular advertisement.
For those with a deeper interest, upon your request, I’ll be pleased to send your choice of subject(s) to you via e-mail … or,
lacking a computer, hand deliver at a future meeting. Jack Ahearn boxcar-jack@comcast.net

Down the track
Upcoming events of interest to SVD members (SVD events are in BOLD)
March 7: SVD Meet – Holiday Inn Express, Elk Grove*
March 22: Cal-Stewart Meet - Marriott Hotel, San Ramon
April 4:SVD Meet – Holiday Inn Express, Elk Grove*
May 2:SVD Meet – Holiday Inn Express, Elk Grove*
May 23: TCA Sac-Sierra Meet - Scottish Rite Center, Sacramento
June 6:SVD Meet – Holiday Inn Express, Elk Grove*
June 14: SVD trip to Niles Canyon RR
August 3-8: TTOS Convention, Albuquerque

*Meetings begin at 9:30 AM
BRING YOUR SVD and TTOS NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP CARDS

TTOS-SVD Mission Statement:
Our mission is to bring together persons interested in the hobby of collecting and operating toy trains.
The focus of activities shall be on promoting the best interests of the hobby through fellowship, a sense of
good will, camaraderie within the membership, and exposing the general public to the hobby, encouraging greater interest in it and increasing membership.

