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Presidentôs Message 
 

by Jack Hornor, SVD President 

Jerry Azzaro, editor Come for the trains. Stay for the people. 

Continued next page  

Greetings - however this is not from your draft 

board ( this joke is only for older members who 

may or may not remember the draft)  for the new 

holiday season which is now upon us.  Where did 

the year go?  It was a pretty good year for TTOS 

SVD as we kept an even membership, had some 

great outings and a good show at Scottish Rite 

which even made a little money to keep us going.  

We will continue to meet at the Holiday Inn Ex-

press in Elk Grove at the same price as we have 

paid for the entire past year in 2014.  We have 

also been lucky to obtain the Scottish Rite hall for 

the 2014 show next fall for the same price, and 

have put down our cleaning fee which we got 

back for the required deposit.    
 

As we all know the toy train hobby is slowly go-

ing away without a massive effort on our part to 

bring the younger generation into this hobby.  

One of the real opportunities for us is the Califor-

nia State Railroad Museum  (CSRM) show on 

Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving, where 

5000 or more general public and their children 

have an opportunity to see our and other model 

railroad layouts in operation, and how much fun it 

is to be CEO of your own railroad empire.  We 

need members not only to operate the trains but 

also to talk with the crowd outside of the layout  

to try and drum up enthusiasm.  This and the oth-

er shows we go to with the layout are where we 

get our members.  For the vendors among us, we 

also want to solicit your help as this is where your 

future customers are going to come from. 

  

Although there are no outings or other activities 

for December or January because of the holidays 

where everyone is just too busy,  we still want you 

to bring food and toys in December for donation 

to those without this Christmas to the December 

meeting.   
 

Next year is looking very good with some great 

outings and layout tours in the making, and suffi-

cient funding to carry us through the new year.   

As many of you know I am working with National 

TTOS as a National board member to assure its 

stability and to keep it financially afloat.  One of 

the things that you as members can do to help the 

cause is to vote for two of our division members 

in the National election this year.  These members 

are Tom Gibson for Vice President and Phil 

Fravesi for Secretary.  I have had several discus-

sions with these members and with Walter Olsen, 

a presidential candidate, and they all want TTOS 

to succeed  and will do everything they can to cut 

expenses and to make shows and conventions 

profitable.  
 

The National election will be  coming this year so 

be sure to vote, thank you.  By the way, National 

dues will stay the same for next year.  We are all 

trying to get Southwest Division back into the Na-

tional TTOS as that alone will add about 400 

members which National desperately needs. 
  
I would like to wish all of our members a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  I am looking  

forward to a fun and  exciting 2014 that we can all 

share and  enjoy.  May all of your trains run with-

out problems throughout the new year! 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Your President, Jack Hornor 



Meeting Notes  
by Beverly Sigafoos, SVD Secretary 

Membership News 
By Tim Taormina, SVD Membership Chair 

Income Report for the River City Show: 

Treasurer's Report  
by Beverly Sigafoos, SVD Treasurer 

 

TTOS ï SVD Meeting Minutes - September 7, 2013 
 

President Jack Hornor called the meeting to order at 9:30 

a.m. 

Jerry Jacobs attended as a guest. 

The main topic for discussion was the upcoming annual 

TTOS ï SVD River City show to be held at the Sacramen-

to Scottish Rite Temple on October 5, 2013.  Volunteer 

workers were petitioned to help with this show. 
 

The TTOS National election is having some problems.  

Rick Plummer will be unable to run for president for 

health reasons, leaving only Randy Giroux and Walter 

Olsen in the running.  As Tony Tessori  has backed out of 

the running for vice president, the candidates are Bill 

Arndt and Tom Gibson.  The secretary candidate is our 

own Phil Fravesi as Tammi Jo Nix has also withdrawn 

due to health issues. 
 

We have an outing planned at Dean Busickôs home im-

mediately following the November 2 Meet.  He has a fan-

tastic layout featuring special lighting effects. 

The bylaws are still in progress and very high on the prior-

ity list. 
 

Show and Tell:  Jack Hornor showed the Sacramento 

Northern PS3 MTH engine and K line 15ò cars for the 

Daylight train. 

Drawing:  Won by Bee Jay Christiansen 

Adjournment:  10:00 a.m. 
 

TTOS ï SVD Meeting Minutes  November 2, 2013 

President Jack Hornor called the meeting to order at 9:30 

a.m. 

Two guests were present:  Frank Palmer and Frank 

Gardener, both HO enthusiasts. 
 

Annual dues  are upon us and may be paid to Tim Taormi-

na.  They are still only $20/yr and $25/yr for family. 

The Scottish Rite River City show was a great success.  

We have already reserved the site for next Octoberôs 

show, as the rental fee will remain the same for us.  The 

volunteers performed their jobs competently and the new 

Layout Chairperson and his crew managed the clubôs lay-

out proficiently, considering this was the Chairôs first 

show with this layout.  Many thanks to everyone who 

helped to make this event such a success! 
 

There is an exciting layout tour and lunch at Dean 

Busickôs home immediately following this meeting. 

There will be no more outings until after February 2014.  

The bylaws are still in progress along with policy changes.  

Examples of new policies include that for our annual 

show, applications must be in before the cutoff date, no 

money will be accepted at the door, and next year if you 

want to bring your small layout for pay, it must demon-

strate that good effort has been made to make it look like a 

layout. 

Maybe next year we could bring some simple layouts (no 

pay) for children to runé? 
 

Barry and Pat Menges have moved to Madera to be near 

their daughter.  They will be very much missed. 
 

Jeff Silvera will be collecting food and toys for the Sacra-

mento Food Bank for distribution at our December7, 2013, 

meet. 

Show and Tell:  None 

Drawing:  Carl Curtis 

Adjournment:  10:15 a.m.  
 

All minutes respectfully submitted by Beverly Sigafoos, 

Secretary. 

We had a very successful early start to our 2014 Member-

ship Renewal!  Over 40% of our members paid and re-

ceived their membership cards at our November meeting!  

Hopefully the remainder of our members will be in at-

tendance at our December 7 meeting to renew.  Since so 

many of our members are also members of the Sacramen-

to Sierra Chapter of TCA, I will be ready to receive your 

dues and have your card(s) at the December Holiday Par-

ty at Jack Ahearn's if you are not able to make the De-

cember 7 meeting.  Please note that dues have not 

changed for 2014 -- they are still $20 for individual mem-

bership and $25 for family.  I also would like to remind 

you to stay current with your national dues, as it is a re-

quirement for membership and we are dependent upon 

them for our liability insurance.  
 

Happy Holidays, 

Tim Taormina, Membership Chair 

Income from Tables  =  

Income from Door    =  

Gross Show Income  =  

Show Expenses:            

Show Net Income:         

$2,970.00 

$1,283.00 

$4,253.00 

$2,199.93 

$2,053.07  

Checkbook:                      

Business Investment:     

Fixed Term CD:                

Bank Totals:                     

$1,739.13 

$12,245.44 

$34,029.46 

$48,014.03  



 

Home Layout Tours  
by Jack Hornor, SVD President and Layout Tour Coordinator  

On Saturday afternoon, November 2, 2013, professor Dean Busick with the help of his sister Diane Crabb and 

fellow SVD member Phil Fravesi hosted Sacramento Valley Division TTOS mem-

bers to a great lunch and a fabulous 16 by 17 foot layout show.  Built into the layout 

was a Lionel D-291 5 by 9 foot dealer display layout with all original super O Li-

onel track and accessories.  Surrounding that were two main lines around the perim-

eter of the 16 by 17 table of  Ross O gauge track with 72 and 80 inch diameter radi-

us.  There were inner sidings, crossings, reversing loops, and even a large transfer 

table in the engine yard plus four of the best bridges ever made by MTH and Lionel 

over the river which runs  down through the middle of the table.   On a second level 

there was a logging railroad pulled by a Shay, underway with a load of logs to the 

mill.  The entire system was powered by two MTH Z-4000 transformers and a num-

ber of smaller ones to power accessories.   

 

The control is a combination of Legacy, TMCC and conventional.  There is no DCS 

at the present time.  Somehow Dean has managed 

to integrate some of the best MTH and Lionel 

operating accessories, including the firehouse, 

Mel's diner, car wash, ice house, lumber loader, 

atomic reactor and others in such a way that it 

looks like a real miniature city - or high rail 

layout to use the train modelerôs  jargon.   

 

We are all envious of his artistic ability, and 

may be asking for ideas along these lines 

for our layouts in the  future.   The  lighting 

both above and on the layout in and out of 

the structures is  really professionally 

done ... after all, professor Busick was a 

lighting specialist in his work and it shows 

in this layout.  This is a truly an outstanding 

high rail layout.  Even the room which he 

added to his house just for the trains was 

beautifully done.    
 

Everyone had an excellent visit and a  great afternoon of visiting and train 

watching.  Thank you, Dean, from all of the SVD members. 

From left: Jack Hornor, Beverly 

Sigafoos, Dean Busick 

Ad for the D-291 dealer layout 

SVD members relax and enjoy 

and delicious lunch  

Big trouble at the Triumph 

Fireworks plant!  Just one 

of many finely crafted 

scenes on Deanôs layout 

 

Sans toque, grillardin and jack- 

of-all-trades Phil Fravesi handles 

grill duties while Deanôs sister 

Diane Crabb prepares salads and 

desserts inside 

 

 

Click anywhere on the image above to 

see a YouTube video of this SVD visit 

 watch  it  on  YouTube!  

 

http://youtu.be/V6R7-2tn0Ps


 

Boxcar Jackõs Garage 
 

by Jack Ahearn 

A Christmas garage, a boy, and a magic door       
 
ñDaddy, why doesnôt the garage have a door on it?ò The six year old asked while 

wide-eying his metal red and green Christmas present. ñWell, uh itôs a summer-

time garage!ò came the reply, which was met with an oddly doubting look. 

ñYeah, but now itôs Winter and Christmas and all.ò Again, the kid started to speak 

but relented as his imagination kicked in. He stared very hard at his no doors gar-

age and suddenly, like magic, a real red front door appeared! ñWow, gee whizò 

was about all he could lowly murmur.    
 

Those words were hardly out of his mouth before his eyes saw and his ears heard 

the train coming from around the tree. He put his new toy along the side of the 

track and gave it, and the speeding train, his full attention. Dad uttered a quiet 

sigh of relief. 
 

He would watch that train and place his garage near those tracks for the next six 

Christmases. It was in 1948, when at age twelve; he last remembered seeing that 

garage being narrowly missed by the locomotive.  And for the next sixty five 

Christmas trees, I, who was that wide eyed six year old kid, would always remem-

ber but never see that garage until just a week ago, on eBay! There it was, just as I 

remembered it. Wow. I jumped at it! 
 

I received the package and nooo; I 

wouldnôt - couldnôt - wait ótil Christmas. 

Not after all the years, decades and 

what, a half of century? Sigh, Iôd better 

stop with this aging stuff! I opened the 

box, which was about five times the size 

of the garage, and there it was; the green 

sided garage with a red roof. I clasped it 

in my hands and placed it along the side 

of the tracks, just as I had done, so 

many, many layouts ago. 
 

I awoke the next morn and went over to 

my Pineville layout. And,  like so many 

countless mornings ago, I saw my door-

less garageébut wait, looking at it real 

hard, once again like magicéthere it 

was, a real red door! 
 

I guess, for those few illusionary mo-

ments, I was a kid again. And you, while 

looking at the pictures of my garage, let 

yourself become a believing kid again and see the magical red door. 
 

What a fun reminisce this has been for me, with thanks to Jim Groth for his 

help in making it happen! 

Purty little thing. As a six year old, I 

was thrilled to have it! 

Look really, really hardécanôt the 

kid in you see that red door? 

Workman looks for a crew to roll up 

real soon. 

Relief crew arrives at Pineville Downs 

Water & Supply depot 

 

 

 

 

At right: Jack ña-doorsò his Christmas garage 


