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Presidentôs Message 
 

by Jack Hornor 

Jerry Azzaro, editor Come for the trains. Stay for the people. 

I was on vacation during the May 4, 2013 TTOS-

SVD meeting, however VP John DeHaan said it 

went well and was short and sweet as I promised as 

your new president.   I would like to say that the 

Grand Tetons and Yellowstone were beautiful and 

less crowded this time of year. 
 

The upcoming activities include the National TTOS 

Convention in Reno in July with some exciting out-

ings, and of course a trading hall with sellers from all 

over the country.  I hope to see you there and I will 

be at the National Meeting representing our Division.  

If you would like me to present any issues to Nation-

al TTOS please contact me prior to the Convention. 

 

 Special   

CSRM Backshop Tour   

Issue  

 

Photo by Herbert Mayer, TCA Photo Laureate - 

courtesy of Mark Boyd 

TTOS layout at  

Cal-Stewart, Santa Clara 

It was a lot of work, but our layout was a big hit at Cal-

Stewart é and we have been invited back next year! 

 

In August we have an outstanding outing on the 4th 

at John DeHaan's.   John's collection of trains, au-

tomobiles and motorcycles is really something to 

see, as many are of museum quality and have been 

in Sacramento museums. 
 

For the remainder of the year I am working on pos-

sibly two more outings and our Scottish Rite Show.  

I will let everyone know as I put together these fu-

ture outings. 
 

Because of vacation I was unable to get the revised 

bylaws out to everyone; however they should be out 

soon and everyone will have 30 days to review them 

before they come to a vote, which I do not expect 

before the July meeting or maybe even the August 

meeting because of other higher priority issues.  
 

Please remember that if there are any issues that are 

bothering anyone, please see me or any board mem-

ber so that the board can review these issues and 

resolve them to everyone's satisfaction.  Thank you. 



Show and Tell  
Jeff Silvera, S&T Chairman 

Photos by John DeHaan 

Treasurer's Report  
by Phyllis Chiaino, SVD treasurer 

Membership News 
By Tim Taormina, Membership Chair 

Hello everyone.  Here are the second quarter figures.  

This is all of March through May 14, 2013. 

TTOS  Sacramento Valley Division 

2013 2nd Quarter Report  

 Expenses Bank 

Dep 

Petty 

Cash 

Check-

book 

    $4,157.23 

Greatest Hobby  $150.00   

Santa Clara (NorCal)  $200.00   

Dues 3/2/13  $225.00   

Dues 4/613  $40.00   

Dues 5/4/13  $5.00   

Petty Cash Dep  $50.94   

Petty Cash Box   $40.10  

Coffee Money 2/2   $10.00  

Coffee Money 3/2   $11.75  

Coffee Money   $6.00  

J. Silvera (flyers) $31.49    

J. Azzaro (Side Track) $33.33    

C. Darling (S.C. gas) $160.00    

J. Azzaro (bylaws) $51.70    

C. Darling (Maint., gas) $59.00    

C. Darling (bolts) $8.59    

C. Darling (Tlr/Smoke) $243.74    

Sam's Club (tables) $107.96    

Holiday Inn (2014) $3,300.00    

J. Ahearn (frame) $22.67    

Totals $4,018.48    

     

Train Bucks $30.00    

Checkbook    $809.69 

     

Business Investment    $12,244.71 

Fixed Term CD    $33,972.45 

     

Bank Totals    $47,026.85 

 

We still have a few members who have not renewed 

their membership for 2013! Even though renewal will 

now include a late fee ($25 single and $30 family), it is 

still not too late to renew and enjoy the benefits of the 

club. For those of you who are not current with TTOS 

National dues, I would remind you once again that we 

are dependent upon them for our liability insurance. So 

please keep your dues current with them as well. 

We were treated to several interesting items at the 

May 4th meeting. 
 

Rick Rose brought a Lionel 9110 hopper and told the 

story of Joe Steele and his collection of 9110s. 
 

Bill Bender brought an operational ñThomasò engine 

he built by following directions in CTT magazine. 

  

Tom Gibson found and brought one of the 100 cars 

he had made for the May 1975 TCA Scottish Rite 

meet, their first at this venue. 
 

Dave Thomsen displayed a diorama of President 

Obama with his helicopter and limousine - and what 

appears to be ñAmtrak Oneò in the background. 



Meeting Notes  
by Beverly Sigafoos, SVD Secretary and  
Phil Fravesi, past SVD Secretary 

May 4, 2013 
 

Meeting called to order by VP John DeHaan 
  
No new members or guests. 
  
The new revised by-laws are not complete.  There were 

many comments/concerns and the board is still working 

on them.  Many of the concerns will be addressed in the 

Division policies and practices and not in the by-laws. 
  
There is an open house scheduled August 4th at John 

Dehaan's home.  The plans are in progress at this time.  

The hours will be 1-6 PM and there will be food.  My 

personal note:  for new members or those who missed it 

last time, it will be a fun and interesting day.  John has 

toy trains and 1:1 scale antique automobiles.  Details to 

follow, but mark your calendar now. 
  
Division membership is currently at 112. 
  
A big thank you to Jack Hornor for arranging the tour 

of the CSRM railyards. There was much agreement that 

it was a wonderful day.  
  
Minutes scribed and submitted by Phil Fravesi 

March 2, 2013 
 

President Jack Hornor called meeting to order at 9:30 

a.m. 

New Member:  Robert Montiero ï O Gauge 

Guests: None 

Presidentôs Comments and Concerns: Correction to 

Januaryôs Minutes ï Tim Taormina was appointed as 

Member at Large to the Board of Directors as the retir-

ing past president is the new Vice President. Worldôs 

Greatest Hobby Show was attended by 13,000 people.  

Layout went together very well because of good team-

work and was a big success. 
 

Old Business 

Layout working out and there is a need for a commit-

tee to oversee the Layout . Need signups for Cal Stew-

art in Santa Clara next week 

TCA River City Meet ï take handouts for October 

Meet 

Reno TTOS LOTS Convention ï taking our Layout?  

John De Haan will decide - Minimum of 6 volunteers 

to set up and run trains on our Layout . Motion made 

and seconded to pay for support for Layout crew. Bill 

Wilson wants BOD to discuss costs for taking Layout. 

 Don Rosa asked how many new members 

Layout has actually brought in. BOD will discuss.  

Motion tabled. 
 

2013 Convention: National TTOS responsible for 

Trading Hall in Reno  LOTS is responsible for tours. 

Tim Taormina reminded Members to be careful when 

filling out signups for Convention banquets.  Choose 

which banquet you wish to attend. .LOTS Tours will 

go even if minimums are not met 
 

CSRM Backshop Tour on schedule 
 

Bylaws: Board has approved them. National TTOS has 

approved them. Final Draft to be sent out to all mem-

bers. 
 

New Business: Let BOD know your ideas for outings 

this year 
 

October River City Meet: All Applications will be sent 

to Beverly (secretary), Fees will be forwarded to Phyl-

lis (treasurer) and apps will then be forwarded to Tom 

Gibson 
 

Show and Tell at next meeting on April 6 
 

Door Prize Drawing won by Tom Gibson 
 

Meeting adjourned :  10:10a.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Beverly Sigafoos, Secretary 

April 6, 2013 

 

President Jack Hornor called Meeting to order at 9:30 

a.m. 

New Member: Bob Orsich 

Guests:  Gregory Freeman, guest of Tony Basile 

     Lou Wallace, spouse of Leroy Wallace 

Old Business: 

Layout Tours: John DeHaanôs home on August 4, 

2013.  He will show his trains, trolleys and vintage car 

collection. 

Bob Morris invited us to see the live steam collection 

at Tilden Park in August or September. Western Rail-

road Museum (WRM)  to see trolleys and have a nice 

picnic. 

Roaring Camp? Portola ï travel by bus? 

TTOS ï LOTS Convention July 10 ï 14. SVD General 

Meeting will be held on July 6  (Saturday before Con-

vention) 
 

Bylaws ï Kit Craighead and Stan Salzman have 

questions.  Voting tabled. 
 

New Business: 

Unanimous decision of members to limit layout trailer 

to 50 mile radius of Sacramento until we solve trailer 

problems.  Layout will not be going to Reno. 
 

Show and Tell:  Patriotic Train Items 

Door Prize Drawing:  Won by Merlyn Lausten 

Meeting Adjourned: 10:10a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by Beverly Sigafoos, Secretary 



Introductioné Let the tour begin! 
Our very special and privileged SVD tour of the Southern Pacific Rail Yards 

started in the CSRM theater. Spread out in plush seating, we were warmly wel-

comed by, and treated to a very informative and personable talk, by Museum 

Director Paul Hammond. His presentation was augmented by colorful and 

inspiring images of the planned new wing of the Museum.  

The proposed architectural images of the new addition, along with Mr. Ham-

mondôs remarks, were forward-thinking and encouraging. Simply put; wow, we 

can hardly wait for opening day! 

Looking at the proposed expansive and well landscaped grounds of the new 

museum, along with spacious walks and bi-level entrances, itôs difficult to look 

at the yard area as it is now and picture those results. What a job it will be! 

There are very few organizations I would judge capable of successfully fund-

ing, designing and executing such a vast and transformative project. However, 

my years of involvement with, along with witnessing their many hallmark 

achievements, lead me to believe and trust that if any group of inspired and 

hardworking forward-thinking folks 

can do itéthose at the California 

State Railroad Museuméare the 

ones to pull it off! Kudos to them! 

After the forty-five minute presenta-

tion our group was ushered out of 

the theater to be fitted and issued 

hard hats. Those, along with the 

heavy shoes we were instructed to 

wear, prepared us for the half-mile 

walk to the Yard area and the two 

hour tour that followed. Fortunate-

lyégood weather was had by all!  

SVD group readies to leave, led by 

long time CSRM  docent Bob Rohwer 

who assisted Paul Hammond 

SVD President Jack Hornor presents 

certificate of appreciation to Paul 

Hammond 
Group filters out of theater and assem-

bles for tour instructions and hard hats 

(seen in lower right) 

SVD participants of the CSRM back-

shop tour listen to and watch the slide 

presentation by CSRM Director, Paul 

Hammond. 

Next stop: Southern Pacific rail yard 

and backshop! 

 

 
 

é following the April 6th meeting, SVD members who had preé following the April 6th meeting, SVD members who had pre--registered for the event were given registered for the event were given 

a oncea once--inin--aa--lifetime opportunity to tour the ñbackshopò area of California State Railroad Museum.lifetime opportunity to tour the ñbackshopò area of California State Railroad Museum.  
  

Interior photos by Curt Darling  Interior photos by Curt Darling    

Shop and transfer table photos courtesy of Phil and Emma FravesiShop and transfer table photos courtesy of Phil and Emma Fravesi  

Story and comments by Jack AhearnStory and comments by Jack Ahearn  

47%½R47%½R  big day at big day at CSRMCSRM  

Big Day continues next page 

The commemorative plaque 

presented to Paul Hammond 



A brief look back 

The walk from the museum to the S. P. yards along the Sacramento River 

seemed to me like a walk back into history. Paul Hammond opened a double 

locked gate and SVD members walked across a field of sun bleached and well 

trampled dirt and stones. 

Personally, I felt I was in the presence of a parade of long ago rail yard workers 

as they trekked to their assigned departments spread out over the continually 

expanding yards. Perhaps during an early Monday morning walk, theyôd share 

words about their Sunday off. More pertinent might be their views expressed 

about the news and events taking place over the multiple decades when multi-

tudes of railroad workers applied their 

minds and backbones to building the fu-

ture of Sacramento, of California and to 

the expansion of a great nation! 

Those earliest workers might have spoken 

of the war between the States and its aftermath, as word reached them from passengers 

on arriving ships. Later news would arrive by a skinny kid, on an exhausted horse, car-

rying mail and news from St. Louis. And still later; from the wires strung across an 

increasing number of States, within an ever expanding Country. Those wires would 

bring the dots and dashes that would tell of the Battle of Little Big Horn, frontier skir-

mishes and frontier legends, some real, many imagined. Later news would both inspire 

and alarm readers as the good and bad events of the day unfolded in the many newspa-

pers circulating within the reach and eyes of those rail yard citizens. Decades later, 

their grand sons and daughters would, on a December Monday morningétalk in shock 

of an attack on a Naval Base in far away Hawaii. 

And yes, thereôs the story of how many of those very citizens were also very new citi-

zenséfrom all over the globe. Those newer arrivals could thank older S.P. Yard work-

ers for building the rail cars and locomotives that brought them hereéto build more 

rolling stocké.for more immigrants to come and build! 

Those were my impressions during my 21st century walk, as I neared the historic 19th 

century shops of the Southern Pacific Locomotive Works. 

Whats and whys of a new life 
During the almost three hour tour within the shops, there were many interesting 

operational and policy issues offered to SVD members. Obviously, a repeat of 

all here would not be practical. However, there is an often heard area of general 

interest which Iôll attempt to address by responding to the following question:   

ñI understand the railroad museum has a lot of old and beat-up locomo-

tives and cars around. Will any of them be restored for the new wing of the 

museum or elsewhere?ò  True, CSRM does have a number of locomotives, 

both steam and diesel. Many are on display within the present museum. Others 

are used for operation of the Sacra-

mento Southern Railroad* and for 

special events such as The Polar 

Express. 

Those to which you  likely refer 

may be stored in the S.P. Yards or 

elsewhere. Many are on a list of 

those considered to be candidates for restoration or preservation. In some cases, 

they may not be on that list for very long. The list is ñaliveò and under repeated 

and exhaustive scrutiny by key staff members who adhere to very tight guidelines. 

One that would be eliminated for ñanytime soonò restoration might be a locomo-

tive, freight or passenger car of which we just happen to have two. If both fit the 

guidelines and pass, only one will continue the review process. The other would be 

eliminated. Simply stated; why would a museum want to have two exhibits of the 

same thing? 

Paul Hammond (right) reaches to the 

hook on one of the smaller overhead 

cranes. 

Our group listens intently as Paul ex-

plains the workings and uses for a major 

piece of machinery; the yellow ñdrop 

tableò seen on the right. 

As mentioned in these Side Track tour 

comments; almost every track in the 

shops is occupied by almost every 

kind of rolling stock. Some just arenôt 

ñrollingò. 

 

Looking up - there is a wealth of 

details shown hereéinspect the 

timbers, struts and cables careful-

ly, and consider the history they 

have witnessed ...and òsupportedò! 

 

 

 

Continued from previous  page 

Big Day continues next page 


